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logic those great problems that still divide the followers
of Descartes and of Locke. But this intellectual
gladiatorship did nothing to dispel popular ignorance.
The crowds that flocked to hang 011 the lips of Abelard,
or to draw the triumphal car of Duns Scotus into
Cologne, were, in practical matters, little instructed by
being told that morality is in the intention, not the deed,
or that an individual is Peter because his humanity is
combined with Petreity. They left " none the wiser "
for the weaving and unweaving of Penelope's web, the
Lilliputian disputes about hoeceity and quiddity, where
Physic of Metaphysic begged defence in vain. The
schoolmen were ambitious to construct a Cosmos, but
they could only follow in the steps ,of predecessors
as insensible as themselves to the need of experience
and the uses of experiment. As early as the twelfth
century, Richard of St Victor had declared, almost
in the words of the 'New Organum,' that "Physical
Science ascends, from effects to causes, and descends
from causes to effects;" but his mere declaration
bore no fruit. Towards the close of the period Peter
Lombard is no further advanced than St Augustine
or Bede. The precession of ideas set forth by Aqui-
nas is that of Plato, probably through Averroes; his
six articles of corporeal action are d priori conclu-
sions ; the list of seven mechanical arts given by Bona-
ventura (1221-1274), though interesting, is empiric;
the species of Scotus arc transferred with little modi-
fication from the Peripatetics. The current opinions
of an age when few laymen could read or write, were
behind those of the contemporaries of Socrates. Most
men who thought on the matter at all believed the